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Key elements of growth include rental carfacility and

Sleek Miami Central Station to open in just over a year

By Scein Brake

ITNew York could build Grand
Central Station a ventury ago
with ull of its statues, intricate
ure and engincering

canbuild o minimalis-:

215t Century version, aptly

namied Miami Central Station.
Apd that's exactly what's

happening, as construction of

the $88 million muliimodal
transportation complex casi of
Miami International Airport is
breezing along us planned, ac-
cording to Carl Filer, the Florida
Department of Transportation's
Miami Imermodal Center pro-
M manager.

“We shoald be ready for all
un:r.\llum. Mr. Filer said.

He was referring to the
sinhun s official opening date
of November 2013, When com-
plete, there will be nothing quite
Tike itin Florida.

“Wethink it'scertainly going
o be o big, beautiful facility,
e added

Thinks modermstic wide-open
version of Grand Central Station,
bringing together various rail ser-
vices, buses and uther vehicles.

Mr. Filer said all of the
station’s pperators Trom
Amtrak and Greyhound io
Metrorail and Tri-Rall, remain
commitled 1o the project and
are expected Lo provide service
thiough the station as planned.
although some formalitics need
o b addressed.

”\\’rsll”nu.dlnlcudl'rugru.—
ments,” he added, “but they v
bt purlm.n frum day one;

New York Cirand Cen-
irnl Station is said (o draw more
than 21 million visitors u year,
mony toursts who just come ta
see the historic building. Minmi
Central Station isn't expected
1o be guite that busy. but still
should draw travelers by the
millions,

The sttion is one of three
components of what“s called the
Miami Intermodal Center. That
includes the Tour-level, 3.4 mil-
lon-seuare-foot Rental CarCen-

r opened in 2010 and is
the second-largest fo-
kind in the US.

The third component is the moving around Miami,
MIA Mover, alight-rail people  county,

mover system that opened in
Seprember that links Miay
ternational to the Rental Car
Centerand Miami Central Sta-
tion.

According to projections re-
leased by Mr. Frler's office, the
Miami Interinodal Center”s ini-
tinl ridership isexpected to total
between about 3.36 million and
A.T76 million passenger Wips a
year

Those projections don't in-
clude Metrabus, Mimni-Dade’s
bus sy nd various shuttle
uses and rax
use the station.

The projecrions break dnwn
a5 follows: MIA Mover (
million): Metrorul, Miami-
Dade’s heavy-rail trunsportation
system (ROO,000 o 1.2 mil-
lion); Tri-Rail. a regional com-
muter il linking poiis
South Florida (262,
hound, the
puny (53,500
interstate rall

What make:

-ity bus com-
and Amtrak, the
tem (42,992)
project officials
miast enthu: te about Miami
Central Station is that it will he
o poiot of connectivity for lo-
cal, regional and interstate
modes of rravel,

That imcludes Metrorail s new
Orange L Se1 o go Into ser-
yice July 28, Tha new fine in-
cludesa 2. e extension Tk
ing the Aflapattah and Earlington
Heights stations 1o the Minmi
Intermodal Center,

Meanwhile, Metrorail will
double its service frequency
herween the Dadeland Souih
station and the Earlington
Heights station

Tn addition, officisls smd,
seven Metrobus routes now
serving Miami Intemational’s
terminul will be moved July 22
and rerouted 1o the new
Metrorail station at the Minmi
Iutermodal Center, where ihie
airport can he secessed vin a
short trip on the MIA Mover.

For tho oming and going
From Miami Internitional Adr-
port or these withodl cdars or
who want snother travel op-
tion, project officials sild. Mi-
ami Central Station will make

ssamillian

)

which alsawill =

with Flor

the  yond more seamless,
and he- “This is a very interesling  been a leaming cxperience,”

T

Phates by Masine Usaan

project.”

SAVE ON PARKING IN THE CITY OF MIAMI

MIAMI RESIDENT DISCOUNT

City of Miami residents receive 20%

discount on on-street Pay By Phone
parking. Mot valid with othar
discount programsa,

To register contact MPA
Customer Service.

For more information visit www.miamiparking.com.

Dapartmes

Otf-Street Parking (DOSP)

595 EXPRESS BUS SERVICE EASES COMMUTE
TO DOWNTOWN MIAMI

=) 595 EXPRESS BUS

Imagine texting the whole way to work, Or reading a
grest nowol. Or 1ow about sleeping? Sound dangerous?
Nol if you rige the new 595 Express Bus from the
BankAtiantic Canter park-and-ride in Sunrise to down-
lown Miami/Brickell Avenue and downtown Fort
Lauderaale

J»cuuﬂlne Binns is thrilled with her new commute. “The
5 Express Eus is beyond what | expected,” said
an"s wita lives in Weston and works in downtown Fort
Lauderdals. ‘Drving more than 50 miles a day adds up.
With the 595 Express Bus | not only save money on
gas, parking, and car expenses, but | can also get a
jumnpstart o my work day using the free Wi-Fi.”

Funded by the Florida Department of Transportation
(FOOT) with services provided by Broward County
Transit (BCT), te 585 Express Bus runs every 30 min-
ules on weekday mornings and afternoans. The fleet is
comprised of new 42-foot hybrid buses equipped with
{ree Wi-Fi and 12-volt power outlels for charging elec-

fronic communication equipment.

“Think of the 595 Express Bus as the ultimate hands-
free device,” said Jeremy Mullings, FDOT Project
Manager. “Instead of fighting traffic, commuters can
now spend their time how they'd like: surfing the net,
catching up on emails or simply rel: And, with the
cost of commuting as high as it is. riding the 595
Express Bus has never made more sense for residents
commuting from Western Broward."

595 Express Bus fares are $2.35 for a one-way adult
fare to downtown Miami and downtown Fort
Lauderdale. BCT is also offering a Premium 31-Day Bus
Pass for $85 that includes unlimiled rides on both
express and regular bus service and a Premium 10-
Ride Bus Pass at a cost of $23.50.

For details on the service, including route maps
and schedules, visit www.595ExprassBus.com
r_call BCT Customer Service at 954-357-8400

Q
(TTY: 954-357-8302).

Mr. Filer said. “It"

transportation complex is on trackto openin November 2013 east ofthe airport.
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